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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) policy
Early Years Foundation Stage at Easton CE Academy (EYFS)
Our school motto is ‘Being different. Belonging together' and we are excited for your child to belong to our school.  

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.
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1. Aims

This policy aims to ensure:

· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life.
· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind.
· A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers.
· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.
2. Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) for 2023.
3. Structure of the EYFS
At Easton Church of England Academy, our Early Years provision includes a 30 place Nursery and two Reception classes both for 30 children.
Nursery
We admit children from their 3rd birthday and offer 15 and 30 hour places. Our timetable for the children is based on the child and parents needs and we offer 2 and half day sessions, morning sessions or afternoon sessions.
4. Curriculum
Our school vision is for our diverse community to grow together, have fun together and excel in learning together.  Our EYFS curriculum is a vital part of this, and these are some our aims for the children:  

· To be happy, healthy and confident learners. To know and experience the joy of learning new things and mastering new skills.   

· To have a strong sense of self and good relationships with those around them.  

· To be able to make good friendships, co-operating with others and learning how to resolve conflicts. To live and play with those who are different from themselves. 

· To be comfortable talking and listening, and able to use their talk effectively, in a wide range of situations 

· To be confident at learning to read and write, enjoying books and stories. 

· To be confident with numbers to 10 and be ready to explore numbers and patterns enthusiastically. 

· To explore, learn and express themselves in the areas of art, music, dance and design. 

· To have a desire to know more about the world around them and learn about it through stories and first hand experiences. 

Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest EYFS statutory framework.

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-connected. 3 areas, known as the prime areas, are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

The prime areas are:

· Communication and Language

· Physical Development

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Communication and Language

We have a high focus on speech and language. Adults plan so that every child can improve their spoken English and grow their vocabulary, becoming confident at speaking and listening. We work on this as children play, and also run groups where children play games together to help their speech. We use a program called Talkboost that is a tried and tested way to help children with their language skills. We also work with Voice 21 (a national charity) across the whole school, so that children learn talking skills to help them with all of their learning. We have a speech therapist who works in school and trains and advises our staff. 
Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. 
Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. 
We teach social and emotional development, making sure that adults are trained and available to help children talk about their feelings, resolve conflicts and learn about their needs and those of others. The curriculum includes many opportunities for wonder and excitement, including a wide range of trips and visitors and many new experiences to talk about. 

Parents are supported to help their child develop, with informal tea and chat sessions and family learning. Our family worker and staff are available to help and parenting courses are also available. Every child and every family are important to our staff, and play a part in our school community.

Physical Development 
We have a high focus on physical development. Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, coordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. The prime area
The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design

Literacy

We believe that it is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. We support this by daily stories in both English and in the children’s home language, Inviting reading areas and a wide range of multi-cultural stories. Regular parent and child reading mornings and trips to the library. We use Talk for writing to teach children writing through learning stories. This means that children enjoy their work and build a bank of stories they know. We use Sounds Write phonics, one of the government approved schemes, and see good progress for children in learning letter sounds. We use matching reading books both at home and at school, so that children are able to achieve well and feel confident. 
Mathematics

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. We provide frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition we insure that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.

Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. The children also take part in forest school once a week.  In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. We provide lots of opportunities for the children to learn about the wider world through trips, visitors and internal experiences.
Expressive Arts and Design

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. The children in our EYFS have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. 

ACCESS AND INCLUSION 
A curriculum is based upon pupil entitlement. All pupils, regardless of their race, gender or special needs, share an entitlement to the curriculum which: 
• Contributes to the fullest development of their capacities, personal qualities and attributes 
• Prepares them for an informed and active involvement in family, social and civic life 
• Provides them with the knowledge and skills required to meet the demands of work.
EAL (English as an Additional Language) 
• Children who have English as an additional language are provided with frequent opportunities to develop and use their home language in play and learning, supporting their language development at home. The parents are also encouraged to develop their home language and use this to speak in at home.
• Children are given daily opportunities to learn and reach a good standard in English language during the EYFS, ensuring they are ready to benefit from the opportunities available to them when they begin Year 1. The whole curriculum is well planned to support EAL children. It is visual, hands on and rich in speaking and language opportunities. All children in the Nursery have daily Talk Boost lessons and this also applies to children who need the extra support in Reception.
Characteristics of Effective Learning: 

The EYFS also includes the characteristics of effective teaching and learning. The EYFS teachers plan activities with these in mind. They highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play, explore and to think critically about the world around them.

Learning is implemented through planned and spontaneous teaching seen in large groups, small groups and on a one to one; through a balance of structured and provision activities. Play is seen as an important concept of how children learn best, providing tactile and stimulating learning opportunities where children can engage and explore their environment, grasping knowledge to develop their understanding. 
A balance of child initiated and adult led activities provide the children with new knowledge which they can use and practice within provision. These experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

4.1 Planning 

Staff plan weekly activities and experiences for children that enable children to develop and learn effectively. In order to do this, staff working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas. Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experiences. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these in their practice.
Our provision particularly ensures the acquisition of a secure foundation of knowledge and understanding in language, early reading and physical development, with a strong focus on early phonics and all opportunities to extend children’s vocabulary are taken. Our provision is also based on a curiosity and investigational model, where children are encouraged to seek their own lines of enquiry and our practitioners work alongside to enhance learning by ‘planning in the moment’ the children’s next steps. 

Practitioners are experienced and understand the development phases of young children, using the guidance to inform where necessary so they can accurately identify where a child is on that continuum and enhance learning by using this professional knowledge to facilitate each child’s next steps. Our continuous provision resources reflect this approach and are accessible, open ended and comprised of ‘loose parts’ to be incorporated into play-based learning as each child feels appropriate. Our continuous provision also reflects the teaching sequences of the week to enable children to explore and challenge not only their existing knowledge but also that that has just been acquired.
4.2 Teaching

Each area of learning and development is implemented through our engaging and exciting provision. Our children join the practitioners for an adult led skills input in Literacy, Phonics, Mathematics, Knowledge and Understanding, PSHE and end of day story time. The content and timing of these sessions reflects the developmental stage of the children. 

In between these short carpet sessions, the children embark on their self-directed learning through play and social interaction. Our continuous provision is both planned and open ended with low threshold and high ceiling learning opportunities maximised. 

Our members of staff are key resources within this provision model. The adults then join the children’s play or observe, as appropriate to maximize teaching opportunities and therefore learning. Positive relationships underpin all interactions. All children are taught they are valued and respected. Children are taught to respect and value each other, their environment and the wider world, whilst keeping themselves and others safe. Children are taught to enjoy feeling awe and wonder, to develop their spiritual, moral and emotional understanding through our RWV curriculum.  Relationships and Health education are taught through a stimulus such as a story, song or a play situation with our practitioners constantly modelling and narrating language, attitude and care for others.
5. Assessment

At Easton Church of England Academy, assessment of where a child is on their learning journey and where they need to go next is immersed within all play and interactions. It is formative, non-intrusive, yet an integral part of the learning and development processes. 

We form positive relationships with our children, understanding them as individuals. We observe pupils to identify their development stage, interests and learning styles. We celebrate learning and progress with the children so they understand not only what learning looks like but how to challenge themselves further. 

These observations and developments are shared with parents, via the Tapestry App, and responses are encouraged so a dialogue around each child’s learning pathway evolves. We measure progress against the non-statutory ‘Development Matters 2021’ stages of learning development, using this curriculum to inform next steps and then as children move towards five, against the standards within the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. 
On a daily and weekly basis, the observations are used to shape future planning of progressive and systematic learning sequences. Practitioners also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers to gain a holistic view of each child. Check points are rigorously incorporated at every stage to review if each child is meeting their age related expected standards of learning. No child is left behind and keeping up interventions are planned everyday based on identification of gaps in learning. 
Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA). 

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:

· Meeting expected levels of development

· Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child. 

The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority upon request.  

6. Working with parents and carers
We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution they make. We recognise that when parents and practitioners work together, the results have a positive impact on children’s development and learning.

We encourage parent partnership by: 

· Showing respect and understanding for the role of the parent/carer in the child’s education.
· Listening to accounts of their child’s development and any concerns they may have. 

· Making parents/carers feel welcome by being friendly, approachable and having an open door policy.

· Arranging a home visit for all children at the start of the year.
· Offering stay and play sessions before starting at the setting.  

· Providing regular parent information meetings throughout the whole year enable teachers what the children are learning and how to help them at home.
· Parents/carers attend 2 parent/teacher meetings each year and receive a detailed report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of each school year. 

·  Parents are invited into school regularly for celebrations, performances and activities such as sports day.
·  Inviting parents in the school to share their specialised skills 

· Through the use of Class Dojo, which is a communication tool that allows staff and parents to communicate with one another about their child and is a great way of sharing what their child gets up to during the school day and keeps them informed of what is happening in school.
· Parents have access to translators on site as well as being able to translate information on class dojo into home language.  
7. Safeguarding and welfare procedures

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. At Easton Church of England Academy, we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2023. 
It is important to us that all children in the school are safe. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. 

We promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years by having specialists such as health visitors and dentists visit the school and talk to the parents. We use Class Dojo to share important information about children’s health to the parents and we work closely with external agencies when a child/family needs any extra support.
Healthy living and oral health is taught to the children both formally and through play. The children in Nursery are part of NHS Big Brush program and brush their teeth in school every day. 

All other information around safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our schools safeguarding policy.

8. Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the EYFS Lead every 2 years. 

At every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board.

Appendix 1. List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS 

	Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS
	Where can it be found?

	Safeguarding policy and procedures 
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedure for responding to illness
	See health and safety policy

	Administering medicines policy
	See supporting pupils with medical conditions policy

	Emergency evacuation procedure
	See health and safety policy

	Procedure for checking the identity of visitors
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child and for missing children
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedure for dealing with concerns and complaints
	See complaints policy
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